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have many times, (said M. Dupuytren,) had occasion to unite by suture suppu¬ 
rating' wounds, and I have found that the process required twice as long as in 
recent wounds, and more than this under circumstances like the present. I was 
called by M. Gardien to a young girl put to bed clandestinely: the labour had 
terminated in a complete rupture of the perineum, which reached as far as the 
anus. Many days had already elapsed, and I introduced sutures at separate 
points; but now 1 should prefer the uninterrupted form. At the end of a month 
the girl was obliged to return to her father’s, and the union was not then com- 
plete, obstinate suppuration having been the only obstacle—for I had not cut 
the threads, and they had not worn through the flesh. I recommended that the 
sutures should be left, thinking union would yet take place: this was done, and 
I heard nothing more of the case at that time. 

Three or four years after, I saw a man and woman enter my consulting-room, 
the latter keeping behind, and making me a sign, to be prudent. The man- 
he was her husband—informed me that he had not been able to consummate the 
marriage, and he wanted to know whether the fault lay with him or his wife. 

I examined her, and found the opening of the vagina very narrow, and 
turned forwards: the perineum displayed a long and firm cicatrix. I advised 
the husband to renew his efforts, which were at length crowned with suc¬ 
cess: the woman became pregnant, and was delivered without any fresh la¬ 
ceration—rather a remarkable circumstance. This was the patient on whom I 
had operated several years before, and she informed me that the medical man 
who afterwards saw her left the ligatures undisturbed, till perfect union had 
occurred. 

In most cases union will occur spontaneously, under the assistance of rest ami 
Cleanliness; in the present instance, however, that cannot be expected, for the 
edges arc partly cicatrized. Now here lies the doubt: ought reunion to be at¬ 
tempted, or the septum between the wound and the vulva be divided 1 By 
tins last proceeding a large orifice would be formed for the vagina, which 
would be attended with no inconvenience, while it would greatly simplify the 
matter. To effect reiinion fresh edges must be made, the uninterrupted su¬ 
ture applied, and suffered to remain as long as it produces no mischief. Bv this 
means would be produced a very narrow aperture to the vagina, and that turned 
forward, so that on a second accouchement the same difficulties would occur 
as before, increased by the less extensibility of tile perineum. The subject must 
be duly weighed before we come to a decision.— Sled. Gaz. Oct. 1832. 

52. il/tMi in Uterine Hemorrhage. —Dr. Hxrrr recommends musk in doses of 
o or 10 grains every quarter or half of an hour, as an excellent remedv for 
flooding, particularly when occurring after too precipitate labours.— Gaz.'Sled, 
and Medteimshe Conecrsations-Blatt, No. 3. 

* JJ * ^' w j ns > one bom sixty-nine hours after the ether. —An interesting 

case of this description has been communicated to the Medical Society of Paris, 
by Ur. Ciiam.es Gin a an, of Mortcau. The delivery took place at full term, 
according to the calculations of the mother and the appearances of the children, 
though one child was smaller than the other. The two placenta: were entirely 
distinct. Between the birth of the first and second child, the mother enjoyed 
tor several hours a perfect respite from all pain. The details of the case are 
given m full in the Transactions Medicates for June last. 


MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 

34. Case of Poisoning by Arsenic. —M. and Mad. Caillcttc having eaten some 
bomlh and other meats at dinner, were seized, two hours after, with sickness 
and vomiting, which, however, by degrees ceased, and did not again return till 
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next morning. Purging now supervened, and the stools were inodorous and 
unhealthy. On the following day, the vomiting was attended with much 
anxiety and great prostration of strength, and a sensation of tightness at the 
throat. 

The day after the above patients were seized, a domestic, who had also eat 
of the bouilli, became dangerously ill, with extreme exhaustion—feeble, whis¬ 
pering voice—pulse scarcely to be felt—involuntary twitchings of the muscles— 
vomiting and painful purging. She died thirty-six hours after seizure. Also a 
beggar, who had applied to the first patients for charity, had received some of 
the bouilli, which lie voraciously devoured. Soon afterwards, violent vomiting 
and purging, extreme thirst, and universal tremors came on, and were succeed¬ 
ed by a state of coma. He, however, slowly recovered; but not so M. and Mad. 
Caillette, who lingered, the former for thirteen days, and the latter for four 
weeks. Before death, both suffered much, from a sense of burning in the 
throat, dysphagia, fever, aphthous ulcerations on the mouth and tongue, and a 
remarkable insensibility of the hands and feet; in short, the symptoms of chronic 
gastro-enteritis. Dissection revealed nearly the same appearances in all three.— 
Marks of vivid inflammation in the stomach and duodenum, and a morbid de¬ 
velopment of the glands of Peyer and Brunner in the ileum. 

There was discrepancy of opinion among the two medical attendants as to 
the cause of the deaths—one suspecting that poison had been swallowed, the 
other referring the symptoms to a cholcroid disease. The ignorance of chemi¬ 
cal manipulation prevented the former from satisfying himself. 

Some of the ejected matters, and also the stomachs of the deceased, were 
sent to Orfila for examination; and the presence of arsenic was speedily detect¬ 
ed by him in the vomitings of the domestic, but not in those of the master and 
mistress. This is not surprising, if we consider the lapse of time between the 
seizure and death. It is to be remarked that a packet of arsenic was afterwards 
found in the house of Caillette, and it is supposed that it had been used for salt¬ 
ing meat.— Med. Chirurg. Rev. July , 1832, from the Journ. Universel ct Hebdom. 

35. Case of Poisoning by Arsenic. —An individual named L-, aged nineteen 

years, said he was unwell on the 8th of August, 1831. He was affected with 
diarrhoea and vomiting. These were supposed to arise from indigestion, and 
some tea was administered to him. Some hours afterwards, about noon, he said 
that he was better, and asked for food; he was allowed some broth. The vo¬ 
miting and purging continued. In the evening he again asked for food. The 
persons around him, intreated him to send for a physician; he refused, saying, 
that it was nothing, but that if he was not better the next day, that he would 
see one. Food however, was denied to him, and he sent for me in the even¬ 
ing. I found him in the following condition: countenance calm, not altered, 
no expression of pain, cold; eyes sparkling; tongue cold and pale; extremities 
cold; pulse thready. The patient on being questioned, as to whether he had 
taken any thing that could have induced these symptoms, replied in the nega¬ 
tive; he stated only that his abdomen had been enlarged for some time past; 
we could not, however, discover any swelling in it, nor was it more developed 
than in the normal state. Pressure on it occasioned no pain, and its tempera¬ 
ture was natural. The patient’s mind was not affected. Twenty minutes after 
our first visit, he lost his speech, and death ensued in eleven hours. 

The median vein was opened, but there was no discharge of blood. 

Autopsy, thirty hours after death. 

J1cud. —The membranes of the brain were in a normal condition, except at 
the upper part, where in a space of four lines by two there was an adhesion 
between two layers of the arachnoid (traces of an old inflammation.) The ven¬ 
tricles of the brain contained a little reddish serum, (about two tea-spoonfuls.) 

Beyond the thalami nervorum opticorum, in the two ventricles there was a 
softening of that part of the cerebral substance, which forms the external pa- 
rieties of the ventricle. This softening was most decided in a space of 3 A lines 
No. XXII.—Feb. 1833. 46 
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quarterly periscope. 


. b o y b 0 e n L ! aVhy PUl ' ThC remaindcr ° fthC bra '' n anda11 iU b,ood -™«I» appeared 
peaneTbealtl^*T1ii^hK«^w^ < M^ n ftBd>bv°and CTO^te n torn < wiflh I grcat*ca aP * 

ofwinT?^^ 

readTtorn csn U "^? T® Cre P. i,ant tb roughout, but their tissue could be 
readily tom, pcciall - v , lhc posterior portions, where they were filled with f 
blackish, spumous, and as if purulent liquid. This fluid, ot this blood * t fJ 
,n J“|e Quantities in both lungs. No alteration in the bronchi. ’ d 
MMonwu—l he mucous membrane was not softened, presented a very abtm 

\ml Z v It , had V elIow ** O' er moU^fiU surface,7utti, ,' 

here and there brown, livid patches, especially at the greater curvature „r 
the stomach Between the valycs of the stomach, and 7thc muc"us mem 
brane, w e collected a great number of small fragments of a vitreous substance 
proved to be arsenic; there was more than twenty grains of it’ 
1 hree lumbnci were found in the small intestines. The mucous m™h™t 

rex"r„t 50l %i d Vomdis o o? l ;; injected in scverai s »° ts 

the pie 11 f 1 ,, oi Brunner were very numerous, especially toward* 
7w n Cal Va '- e a " d duodenum - The large' intestine was ilsoThe ‘cat of i 
flutd Itsmo 1 ” ln several spots, and was filled with a large quantity of 
k nd of n ? ~ e L mb ™ n , e , 6 "' el| ed, and near the ileo-cwcal valve, it formed a 
kind of polypus. The bladder contained about two spoonfuls of a turbid and 
as if purulent fluid. Its mucous membrane was highly injected: The tissue 

tl at hMhe n iu,,gs PP Tr d h , CaUh - Vl ““P* ,1,at 11 euuhdited a fluid analogous 
tnat m the lungs. The spleen was softened, of the colour of wine lees its tis 

alteration^ The nan r" *“ \" S ?\ a lit,,C in j cctcd > without another’ visibfc 
, | ‘ T le P all creas was healthy. 1 he mesentery contained about thirty 

uiv wi";: iririai'ssr rh. 1 '^ ,h • .■»■* 

ceased, and nothing was found in the bladder except a whlte’makv'fll'T w* 
should also remark, that the alteration of tlte b^n whS was iund afmr 
death, w as not suspected during 1 life. Nevertheless the nmnt'it r 
collected fromthe'stomach, antfin snnl.faS'SiJ^W 
not permit us to doubt, but that the death was owing to suicide 7 Was this r 
consequence of the cerebral alteration' We cannot prove it' bu we think that 
Uf "* alten,i0n ° f ,he hroin 

The above case is interesting not only in a medico-legal point of view but 
also from its striking similarity to malignant cholera, and as thus furnishing 
es nlence of the great analogy between the action of the cause, whatever it mav- 
be productive of cholera, and arsenic, an agent whose action is acknowledg'd 
to be that of an irritant to the gastro-intcstinal mucous membrane 6 
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n?tJ p0 ^ ne ° U! 0risin °f Cho!era > alld on the liability of Insane persons to thi 



